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Type of articles received for publication

Original article. It is a document that presents in
detail research original results. The structure has
four sections: Introduction, methodology, results and
discussion. A maximum of 25 references is allowed.

Review article. It is a document resulting from of a
research where research results belonging to the
science or technology field are analyzed and integrated
in order to account for the development trends and
progress. It is characterized by a careful literature
review of at least 60 references cited in the text body.

Essay. It is a composition that presents research
results from an analytical interpretative or critical point
of view about a specific topic using original sources. A
maximum of 25 references is allowed.

Case report (Nursing situations). It is a manuscript
that presents the results of a study about a particular
nursing situation in order to let readers know about the
experiences and decisions made on such a situation. A
maximum of 10 references is allowed.

Perspective article not derived from a research. It
is a manuscript which is not the product or result of
a research but presents its results from an analytical
interpretative or critical point of view about a specific
topic using original sources. A maximum of 25
references is allowed.

Letters to the editor. Critical analytical or interpretative
views about articles published in the Journal, which in
the opinion of the Editorial Committee is an important
contribution to the discussion of the subject by the
reference scientific community.

Editorial. It is a document written by the editor, an
editorial committee member or a guest researcher
about principles in the thematic domain of the journal.

Requirement for submitting your articles

Transfer of rights letter: Each item will be accompanied
by a letter from the authors stating that such material
is unpublished and that it will not be submitted to any
other publication means before knowing the journal
decision. The authors will be required to attach their
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INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS

curriculum vitae and a signed statement indicating that
if the article is accepted for publication all copyright
will be exclusive property of Investigacion y Educacién
en Enfermeria journal.

Instructions for the article: The manuscript should
not exceed 20 letter-sized pages, double-spaced with
no additional spaces between paragraphs and titles,
“Times New Roman” typeface size 12. The right, left
upper and lower margins should be 3 cm.

Specifications on how the article sections
should be submitted

Front page. It is of vital importance to provide a title
to the paper on the first page; the title should be
concise descriptive and limited to 80 characters. It
should also contain the list of authors with their full
names according to the order in which they appear
in the rights transfer letter. This information should
be complemented with the highest graduate degree;
the department and institutional affiliation of each
author. In addition the author(s) e-mail address to
which correspondence should be addressed should be
provided.

Abstract. Provide an abstract in the original language
and in English of no more than 250 words each. For
original researches it should consist of four paragraphs,
labeled Background, Methods, Results, and
Conclusions. For review, perspective, nursing situations
and translation articles, the summary should include:
Background, Synopsis of Contents and Conclusions,
being limited to 200 words.

At all times, the authors should provide three to six
keywords that best identify the subject. Descriptors
in Health Sciences (DeCS), the Virtual Library
in Health from the BIREME project of the World
Health Organization and the Pan-American Health
Organization can be consulted at: http://decs.bvs.br/E/
homepagee.htm where keywords in Spanish, English
and Portuguese can be found.

Information about sunventions and grants. If the
manuscript is derived from a research, the name of
the latter should be included. In addition, it should



be included any information about support or grants
received by institutions or groups of any kind that fund
the research on which the manuscript is based.

Conflict of interest. Authors of research articles should
disclose any financial arrangement they may have with
a company whose product is pertinent to the submitted
manuscript. The Journal assumes the existence of a
conflict of this nature when there is a financial relation
or other circumstances that could interfere with the fair
judgment or conduct of the authors.

Sections of original articles

A summary of general guidelines for the submission of
these articles is presented below.

Introduction. The authors should state in this paragraph
the purpose of the study and summarize their rationale,
citing related references.

Methods. This section should explain in detail the
process of selection of the people or phenomena studied,
as well as the location, time and studied population.
The necessary information about design, procedures,
measurement tools and analysis methods used.
Statistical methods unusual in researching should be
described in detail. Additional information that could
be of special interest can be attached. When applicable,
ethical standards followed by the investigators should
be described briefly in observational studies as well
as intervention studies. Articles about research done
on human beings should have the approval of the
pertinent Ethics Committee, and so should be stated in
the manuscript. Ethical aspects: the articles on human
research must be approved by the ethics committee
concerned, detailing how informed consent was
obtained; copies of both documents should be sent.
Randomized Controlled clinical trials should report the
trial registration code.

Results. Results should be presented in a logical
sequence, along with their tables and graphs which
will be commented on in the most relevant findings
within the text.

Discussion. In this section the authors emphasize the
most important aspects of the study, and are compared
with the results of other similar researches. Discussion
about situations not supported by findings should be
avoided. Limitations of the study should be pointed out
and their potential repercussions on the interpretations
of results should be discussed. In the last paragraph of
this section should be written one or more conclusions
derived from the results or the study.

Instructions to authors

Tables and graphs. These collect information in a
summarized manner and present it most efficiently.
These also allow information to be shown with the
desired level of detail and precision. The inclusion of
data in tables and graphs, instead of in the text, usually
allows for reducing the extension of the latter.

Tables and graphs should be numbered sequentially,
in the same order in which they are cited for the first
time within the text. Each one should be accompanied
by a brief title. Tables sometimes contain explanations
that have to be included in footnotes following the next
symbols, with the same presented order: *, t, £, §, ||,
T, %%, 1, it

Authors should use abbreviated units according to the
instructions dictated by the International System of
Measurements as can be consulted at: http:/physics.
nist.gov/cuu/Units/index.html

Abbreviations. Only common abbreviations should be
used. The authors should avoid using abbreviations in
the title of the article. The first time an abbreviation
appears in the text it should be preceded by the
complete term to which it refers to, except in the case
of common measurement units.

Reference presentation requirements. The
bibliographic references should be placed in the
text with the corresponding number and order of
appearance as a super index. The references section
will be submitted on separate pages of the text; they
will be numbered consecutively according to the
citation order of documentary material.

Investigacién y Educacién en Enfermeria follows the
general considerations about bibliographic references
of the International Committee of Medical Journal
Editors (Vancouver Uniform Requirements) which are
adapted from the proposals developed by the National
Library of Medicine in the United States. The authors
who desire to get additional information about the
instructions can consult the web page www.nim.
nih.gov/bsd/uniform_requirements.html format and
different types of bibliographic references.

The Journal names shown in the reference section
should be abbreviated according to the style used by
the Index Medicus which is available in the NLM web
site: http://www.ncbi.nIm.nih.gov/journals. For Spanish
and Latin American journals that are not found in the
first one, the Health Sciences Scientific Magazine in
the health virtual library web site: http://portal.revistas.
bvs.br. is available.

Below some examples of the reference documents and
material presentation are shown:
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Instructions to authors

Journal articles. Article authors last name Two initials.
Article title. International abbreviation of the journal’s
name. Year; Volume (number): article’s initial- final
page. Note: When there are more than six authors after
the sixth author the Word et a/ must be written.

Books and other monographs. Author's last name
two initials. Title. Edition number. City of publication:
Editorial; year of publication. Page cited.

Book chapter. Author’s last name two initials. Chapter
title. In: book’s director/coordinator/editor/compilers.
Book’s title. Edition. Place of publication: Editorial;
year. Article’s initial-final page.

Congress, seminar or symposium memories.
Presentation Author’s last name two initials. Name of
the presentation. In: Congress, seminar, symposium
title, Place where it took place; date. City of publication:
editorial; year of publication.

Electronic documents. For on line documents the
accessed date is registered preceded by the word
access between square brackets. Example: [accessed
March 30th of 2010]
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Internet magazine article. Article authors last name
two initials. Article’s title. Abreviated journal name
[Internet]l. Year month [Date accessed]; volume
(number): [pages if they appear]. Website.

Internet monograph. Authors Last name Two initials
Directors/Coordinators/Editors. Title [Internet].
Edition. Place of publication: Editorial; year [Date
accessed]. Website address. Example:

Audiovisual material. Authors Last name Two initials.
Title [CD-ROM, DVD, Disquette, as appropiatel.
Edition. Place: Editorial; year.

Legal documents. Law title/decree/order. Official
Bulletin name, number, (Date of publication).

Doctorate and Master thesis. Authors Last name Two
initials. Thesis title [Master or doctorate thesis]. Place
of publication: Editorial; year. Pages. Example:

Unpublished material. Applies to the articles already
accepted but not published yet. The authors must
request a journal certificate where they notify their
acceptance. The format is: Authors Last name Two
initials. Article title. International abbreviation of the
journal title. Forthcoming year.
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